
Midrash B’Shelach (“And He Sent”) 
Exodus 13:17 – 17:16 

  Leaving Egypt Fully Armed              Exodus 13:17-22 
Not through the way of the Philistines – they took the long path! 

Not the way that Moses had travelled 40 years earlier. 

“Harnessed”- MywimuhE – “chamushim” – the number 5; or perhaps 50’s (battle array)  

In either case, it describes an orderly (military style) departure 
Could also mean that only 1 out of 5 Hebrews departed; the rest stayed in Egypt! 

 “pillar of cloud” – NnAfA - anon; the same as on Mt Sinai                     Exodus 19 

  & in the Day of the LORD       Joel 2 & Zephaniah 1 

The Mouth of the Gorges                 Exodus 14:1-14 
Pe-ha-chirot - “Mouth of the Gorges” – probably the Wadi Watir 

Migdol – “Tower” or “Fortress” – one of many security towers along Egypt’s border 

Baal-Zephon – “Lord of the North Land”, suggestive of Judgment 
    Stone idol shaped like a fierce dog 
    When Israel stopped here, Pharaoh thought that the power of the  
         Egyptian gods had returned … so he regained the courage to pursue Israel 

God’s Instructions:  1) Fear Not       Exodus 14:13 
    2) Stand Still (…maybe even “Get Out of My Way!”) 
    3) See the Salvation of God 

Red Sea is the boundary of Satan’s authority – Joseph’s bones out of Egypt 
 What is the Sea?               Revelation 17:15 

Abram became the 1st Ivrit when he “crossed over” the Euphrates from Ur 
 Israel became the Family of Ivrit when they “crossed over” the Red Sea 

A Picture of Childbirth: 
 Squeezed in the “birth canal” of Wadi Watir           “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”    Hosea 11:1 
 Water breaking in the Red Sea crossing 

Crossing the Sea               Exodus 14:15-31 

jweHo choshech  (darkness) – the same word as the 9th Plague 

 Darkness to Egyptians – Light for Israel!        Psalm 18:11 
  Egypt & Israel divided / Red Sea divided 

The Egyptians’ trouble crossing the Red Sea described in …….            Psalm 77:16-20 

Egypt drowned Hebrew males in the Nile & Yehovah drowned their males in Red Sea 

The Songs of Moses & Miriam                Exodus 15:1-21 
This is the 1st song in Scripture 
 1st time “salvation” appears.... and only after the blood is applied! 

Verse 13 – the summary verse for Exodus … and also Revelation 

The 2nd Song of Moses              Revelation 15:1-4 

Bitter Waters Made Sweet               Exodus 15:22-27 
“They could not drink the waters…for they were bitter.” 

 MyrimA marim – same consonants as Miriam 

 Miriam praised because of their deliverance from the salt (bitter) water 
 The people complained because they had only salt water to drink  



Mayim Chayim The Living Water                    John 7:37-39 
 Etz Chayim The Tree of Life             Revelation 22:1-3 

Tree of Life + His Statutes = “None of these diseases”! 
 No Statutes until Deliverance! 

12 wells & 70 palm trees                     Luke 9:1 & 10:1 

Manna from Heaven                  Exodus 16:1-36 

Manna – xUh NmA - man hu– “What Is It?” (literally, “Who is He?”) 

Better described in Numbers 11: As coriander seed  Small & round   
Color of bdellium (white) If left overnight:    
Tasted like fresh oil   breeds worms & stinks 
.... and honey    ..… except on Shabbat  

Fell only upon Israel – not any of the others around them!  Another Precision Event! 
  First, the dew, then manna, then more dew 

Ate it for 40 years! … a test of Israel       Deuteronomy 8:2-3 
  Gave them what they wanted … teaching them it’s not what they needed 
  Gave them physical bread…teaching them they need spiritual bread (The Word)  

Water from the Rock                  Exodus 17:1-7  
 The same rod that made the Nile undrinkable brought forth water from a rock! 

  Massah -     hsAma  “Temptation” 

Meribah  -   hbAyirime  Strife or Contention 

Rephidim – Mdiypir  “Resting Place” 

 “Upon this Rock … “                Matthew 16:18 

Who is The Rock?                I Corinth 10:1-5 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Statue                           Daniel 2 
“Stone Which the Builders Rejected”               Psalm 118:22 

The Rock was smitten (struck) one time          Isaiah 53:4 
  Compare to Moses’ mistake                    Numbers 20 
 

Defeat of Amalek (the 1st Battle)               Exodus 17:8-16 
Who is Amalek? (War-like)        Genesis 36:11-12 & Deut 25:17-19 
 See Balaam’s Account                Numbers 24:20 

Amalek  Did not fear God 
  1st to attack Israel – from the rear, upon the “faint & weary”     Deuteronomy 25:18 
  Successfully put down (at least temporarily) 
  Destiny is to be ultimately destroyed (Balaam’s Prophecy in Numbers 24:20) 

Lesson for Today: Never doubt that God is with us! 

Symbolic of the War Between Flesh & Spirit 
Victory as long as Moses’ hands were held up by Aaron & Hur 

“steady”  hnAUmxe emunah - truth 

Aaron = Priesthood 
Hur (Light) suggests Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) 

Haftarah:   Judges 4:4-5:31 The Song of Devorah 

Brit Chadashah:  Revelation 15:1-4    The Song of Moses  
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